
Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Comnlumcabons Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of swtchmg to and 
buying digital television equipment. That transition WIII be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
ifswitchng doesn't mean discarding my existing home network buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hnder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable 

I n  addition. I am vei-y concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can mod@, create, and 
participate. I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie; send an emad clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy 

Ifthe move to digital television does not make the public'sviewing experience more enjoyable. 
flexlble, and exciting what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television I 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Si nce re l y, 

Alison Monahan 
1381 IJnion St. 
San Fi-ancisco, CA 94109 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

A s  a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital telewsion transition relies on convincing consumers of  the benefits o f  switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition w i l l  be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -. I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexlbility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with a l l  my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

B i l l  Dempsey 
1404 S .  Hervey St .  
Boise, ID 83705 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 3. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V IA  FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a “broadcast flag.” I am graveiy concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulatlon would restrict the way I enjoy televlsion. 

T l le  digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a coiisumer if switching 
doesn’t mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTVdevices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today’s 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child’s football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend’s 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public‘s viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Williams 
101 N Dithridge St, Apt 204 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 



Theresa Kambies 
2427 Pi- Circle 
Gumming, GA 30040 

Conmssioner Michael J. Copps 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Commissioner Michael J. &pps. 

As a broadcast television viewer and consumer of elmonics andcomputer products. I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am ouuaged that the FCC 
woudd consider a regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The broaclcas? flay is neither m my interest nor the public's interest. It will prevent me &om watchng djgjtal 
Ibroatlcast television in the ways I currently eqoy analog broadcast television-for example, it will restrict my 
ability to move the video I have recorded for personal viewing fiomroom-toloom and place-to-place 

The broadcast flag will also lock out my computer as a way to watch my favorite shows using my choice 01 
sooftware on a plane or train or to send a television clip of a high school football game to family and frlends 

Ftuthermore. if computers cannot keely receive digital television. how can I expect creative developers to 
discover new devices that enable me to use content in exciting ways I haven't even thought of? I value 
innovative devices like TiVo, ReplayTV and the Windows Media Center PC, which exist today because they 
were built to open standards using inexpensive, off-theshelf computer parts. 

If the move to digital television dces not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible. and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital television equipment? A prettier 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and viewer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital television 
transition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely. 

Theresa Kanlbies 

1 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the  Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against t h e  adoption o f  a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned tha t  a broadcast f lag regulat ion would restrict t he  way I enjoy television. 

The digital television t ransi t ion relies on  convincing consumers o f  the 'benef i ts  o f  switching to  
and buying digital television equipment.  That  translt lon will be far  m o r e  palatable t o  m e  as a 
consumer if switching doesn't  mean  discardlng m y  exist lng home network, buying new high- 
resolut ion displays, and f inding r o o m  for  yet  another  device in m y  living room.  Please do  not 
allow t h e  MPAA and i ts allies t o  hinder t h e  t ransi t lon by mak ing  us buy special-purpose DTV 
devices tha t  are m o r e  expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I a m  very concerned about t h e  fa i r -use implications o f  t h e  broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be  m o r e  than a passive recipient o f  content  -- I can modify, create, 
and part icipate. I can record W t o  watch later; clip a smal l  piece of TV and splice it in to  a 
home movie; send an  emai l  clip o f  m y  child's footbal l  game t o  a distant relative; o r  record a 
lV program onto a DVD and  play it a t  m y  fr iend's apar tment .  The broadcast flag seems 
designed t o  remove th is  control  and flexibil i ty tha t  I enjoy.  

If t h e  move  t o  digital television does no t  make t h e  public's viewing experience more  
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, what  compell ing reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equ ipment?  A pret t ier  TV picture is ha rd l y  enough reason fo r  m e  t o  dispense w i th  al l  m y  
current consumer electronics and computer equipment.  As a citizen and  consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you t o  p romote  t h e  digital transit ion by opposing t h e  broadcast 
flag. 

Si n cerely, 

George Powers 
21968 Gillette Drive 
Los Gatos, CA 95033 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioiier Michael J .  Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V IA  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrlct the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my llvlng room. Please do not allow the MPAA and Its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content --  I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enloy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Siiicerely, 

loseph Kugelmass 
2274 Sierra Blvd. H 
Sacramento, CA 95825 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

C'oinmissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, N W  
M'ashington, DC 20554 

VW FACSIMILE 

[)ear Commissioner Copps, 

-ZS a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned tha t  
ii  broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
h v  making us buv special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In iiddition. I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
i r c l i n o l o ~ .  I can be inore than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and partlapate. I can 
rrcord TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friepd's 
apartment. The broadcast flag s e e m  designed to remove this controland flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what  compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. A s  a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

S mcerely, 

Steve Turner 
60 j zznd avenue 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 



October 28.2003 

Thc Honorablc Michael Powell 
Chaimian 
Federal Cornmunicatlolls Commission 
445 12“’ Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Subject: Consumers Raise Red Flags over Proposed FCC Broadcast Flag Scheme 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

We are writing to urge you to reject a petition to implement the so-called 
“Broadcast Flag schemc” to combat illegal redistribution of digital television content. 

As you know, the schcme, which has been proposed by the Motion Picturc 
Association of America (MPAA), could require all consumer elecbonics devices and all 
personal computers capable of receiving a digital TV signd to recognize a “Broadcast 
Flag.” 

However, we believe the proposed Flag scheme may harm consumers, while 
providing a flawed technological solution 10 digital piracy What’s more, the Broadcast 
Flag, if implemented, may haniper technological innovation and impcde competitiveness, 
and, ultimalely, slow the transition to digital television. 

The Broadcast Flag scheme will harm consumers. If the Flag is adopted, it 
may ToK-e consumers to purchase new equipment to enjoy the same reasonable and 
customary uses with their digital television content that they enjoy in today’s analog 
world. For example, if a consumer records a program on a new Bruadcast Flag equipped 
machine and then tries to take that program and play it on an older DVD player, it’s just 
not going to work. This would make exisling DVD players and othcr devices 
incompatible with newer flag-based equipment. There are more than 60 million DVD 
players in consumers’ homes today-none of those devices will be able to play the DVDs 
that consumers record in their home entertainment systems-that’s at least 3 billion 
dollars worth of obsolete technology. 

Thc Broadcast Flag is a technologically flawed fur. Becausc the proposed Flag 
scheme does not prevent analog recording of digital transmissions, it will be no harder for 
a would-be infringer to make illcgal copies with the Flag in place than it would be 
without rhe Flag ‘Io the extent that the Flag doesn’t address this loophole-where 
pirates will easily be able to use analog outputs to bypass the Broadcast Flag’s protcction 
scheme-we know it will have little tangiblc benefit. 
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In addition, the Broadcast Flag scheme may hamper technological 
innovation and slow the transition to digital television. By using federal regulations IO 
lock-in onc type of piracy prevention technology, no matter its flaws and limiQtions, the 
process by which alternate technologies can be adopted will be impeded, to the detriment 
of competition and innovation later down the road. 

The film and broadcast industries are right in their concerns about illicit copying 
and distribution of digital television broadcasts. and we would consider supponing 
technologically effective measures that do not h a m  consumers or hamper innovation. 
Yer, the Broadcast Flag scheme is a dramatic attack on the consumer's nght to use 
content that has been Icgally obtained while doing little to deter latge-scale commercial 
piracy of digital content. 

We believc a better approach is for the Commission to take the time to arrive at a 
complete solution for broadcast protection, otherwise consumers will pay twice for the 
Broadcast Flag once a more effective solution is deemed necessary. Until such a solution 
is determined. flawed proposals such as the Broadcast Flag Scheme should be rcjected. 

Sincerely, 

Lynda DeLaforgue, Citizen Action of Illinois 
Rich Ganber, Michigan Consumer Federation 
Sandra Haverlah, Texas Consumers Association 
Ken McEldowney, Consumer Action (CA) 
Bill Newton, Florida Consumer Action Network 
Phyl1.i~ Rowe, Arizona Consumers Council 
Paul Schlaver, Massachusetts Consumers' Coalition 
Pad S c h d e r ,  Consumer Assistance Council (MA) 
AI Stcrman, Democratic Processes Center (AZ) 

cc: 

Coinmissioner Abernathy 
Commissioner Adelstein 
Commissioner Copps 
Comnlissioiier Mrulin 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washinqton, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

A s  a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of  a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching t o  and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l  be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of  the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and sflice it into a home movie; send an email c l ip  
of my childs football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable. flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with al l  my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Normand Frechette 
3240 Morrissey 
Warren, MI 48091 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics. and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag '' I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enloy televis!on 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie, send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense w t h  all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely. 

Daniel M Gross 
2085 Roswell Road 
Marietta, GA 30062 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

A s  a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
t h a t  a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits o f  switchmg to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wil l be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the falr-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient o f  content --  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of  my childs football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digltal 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Decelles 
14 Frank S t  
North Chelmsford, MA 01 863 



Tuesday, October 2 8  2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, N W  
Washington, DC 20554 

VL4 FACSIMILE 

[)ear Coinmissioner Copps. 

4s a consumer ofbroadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote agalnst the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy televlsion. 

'I'he digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching lo and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
bv making us  buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I ain very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later: clip a small piece of W a n d  splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play i t  a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag s e e m  designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
rquipment. As  a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

ANNETTE B. PATCH 
220 Castillion Terrace 
Snnta Cruz, CA 95060 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy televlsion. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transitlon will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my livlng room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

111 addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I c a i i  
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an ernail clip of my 
child's football game t o  a distant relatiie; or record a lV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV  
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dlspense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Bill lennik 
703 w 34th st 
Sun, LA 70463 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, N W  
Washington, DC 20554 

\-L4 FACSIMILE 

[)car Commissioner Co pps. 

.As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned that 
il broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

'The digital television transition relies o n  convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital televlsion equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discwding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for  yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
b y  making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I a m  very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later: clip a small piece of TL' and splice it into a home movie; send a n  email clip of my 
child's football gnme to a dlstant relative; or record aTV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
qar tment .  The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible. and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote tkEY<igital transition 
by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely. 

Robin narroch 
20401 N. i9thL4ve, #io08 
Phoenix. AZ 85027 



Tuesday, October 28 2003  

Cornmissioner Michael J .  Copps 
445 12 th  Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer o f  broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge t h e  Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against t h e  adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned t h a t  a broadcast flag regulat ion would restrict t h e  way I enjoy television. 

The digital television t ransi t ion relies on convincing consumers of t h e  benefi ts of  switching t o  
and buying digital television equipment.  That transit lon will be far more  palatable t o  me as a 
consumer if switching doesn't m e a n  discarding m y  existing home network, buying new high- 
resolut ion displays, and  f inding r o o m  for  yet  another  device in m y  living room.  Please do not  
allow t h e  MPA4 and i ts allies to  hinder t h e  transit ion by making us buy special-purpose DTV 
devices t h a t  are m o r e  expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I a m  very concerned about t h e  fair-use Implications of t he  broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be  m o r e  than  a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, 
and part icipate. I can record TV t o  watch later; clip a smal l  piece of TV and splice it in to  a 
home movie; send an emai l  clip o f  m y  child's footbal l  game to  a distant relative; or record a 
TV program onto a DVD a n d  play it a t  my fr iend's apartment.  The broadcast f lag seems 
designed to  remove this contro l  and flexlbll i ty t h a t  I enjoy.  

If t he  m o v e  t o  digi ta l  television does not  make  t h e  public's v iewing experience m o r e  
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, wha t  compell ing reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equipment? A pret t ier  TV picture is hardly enough reason for  m e  t o  dispense wi th  a l l  my 
current consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you to  promote  the  digital transit ion by opposing t h e  broadcast 
flag. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Sheeley 
3 FIsh and Game Road 
Hudson, NY 12534  



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington. DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics. and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital televisiofl transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify. create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie, send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enJoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what Compelling reason do I have as a consumerto buy new digital equipment' A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television. I urge you to promote the digital transltion by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely. 

Nick Van Terheyden 
9204 Huntmaster Road 
Gaithersburg, MD 20882 
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Tuesday, October 28  2003 

Cornmissioner Michael 1. Copps 
4 4 5  12 th  Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554  

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer o f  broadcast television, electronics, and  computer products, I urge the  Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against t h e  adoption o f  a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that  a broadcast f lag regulat ion would restrict t he  way I enjoy television. 

The digital television t ransi t ion relies on convincing consumers o f  t h e  benefi ts o f  switching to  
and buying digi ta l  television equipment.  That  transit ion will be far  m o r e  palatable t o  m e  as a 
consumer if switching doesn't mean discardlng my exist lng home network, buying new high- 
resolut ion displays, and f inding room for  ye t  another  device in my living room.  Please do not  
ailow the  MPAA and i ts  allles t o  hinder t h e  t ransi t ion by mak ing  us buy special-purpose D N  
devices tha t  are m o r e  expensive and less valuable. 

In  addition, I a m  very concerned about the fair-use implications of t h e  broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can b e  m o r e  than a passive recipient o f  content -- I can modify, create, 
and part icipate. I can record W t o  watch later; clip a smal l  plece of TV and  splice it in to  a 
home movie; send an emai l  clip o f  my child's football game t o  a distant relative; o r  record a 
TV program onto a DVD and  play it a t  my fr iend's apar tment .  The broadcast flag seems 
designed t o  remove  this contro l  and flexibil l ty that I enjoy.  

I f  t h e  m o v e  t o  digi ta l  televislon does not  make  t h e  public's viewlng experience more  
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, what  compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new 
digital equ ipment?  A pret t ier  TV picture is hard ly  enough reason fo r  m e  t o  dispense w i th  a l l  m y  
current consumer electronics and computer equ ipment .  As a citizen and  consumer of 
broadcast television, I urge you t o  p romote  t h e  digital t ransi t ion by opposing t h e  broadcast 
flag. 

Sincerely, 

David M Pillette 
140 Highland Road 
York, PA 17403 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Cornmissioner Michael J .  Copps 
445 12th  Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer  products, I urge the  Federal 
Communicat ions Commission t o  vo te  against t he  adoption o f  a "broadcast f lag." I a m  gravely 
concerned tha t  a broadcast f lag regulat ion would restr ict t h e  way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transit ion rel ies on convincing consumers o f  t h e  benefi ts o f  switching t o  
and buying digi ta l  television equipment .  That transit ion will be far m o r e  palatable t o  m e  a s  a 
consumer if switching doesn't mean discarding m y  existlng home network, buying new high- 
resolution displays, and f inding room for yet  another  device in my l iving room.  Please do not 
allow t h e  MPAA and i t s  allies t o  hinder t h e  t ransi t ion by making us buy  special-purpose D W  
devices tha t  a re  m o r e  expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I a m  very concerned about the  fair-use implications o f  t h e  broadcast flag. With 
today's technology, I can be  m o r e  than a passive recipient o f  content  -- I can modify, create, 
and part icipate. I can record W t o  watch later; clip a smal l  piece o f  TV and splice it into a 
h o m e  movie; send an emai l  clip o f  m y  child's footbal l  game t o  a distant relative; o r  record a 
TV program onto a DVD and play i t  a t  m y  friend's apar tment .  The broadcast flag seems 
designed t o  remove  th is  control  and flexibility t ha t  I enjoy. 

I f  t he  m o v e  t o  digital televlsion does n o t  m a k e  the  public's viewing experience m o r e  
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, w h a t  compelling reason do I have as a consumer t o  buy new 
digital equipment? A pret t ier  W picture is hard ly  enough reason fo r  m e  t o  dispense w i th  a l l  my 
current consumer electronics and computer  equipment .  As a citizen, and consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you t o  p romote  t h e  digital transit ion by opposing the  broadcast 
flag 

Sincerely, 

James A. O'Hara 
5502 Mt. Acara Dr .  
San Diego, CA 92111 
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T~esday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast televisios electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy televislon. 

The d~gital television transition relies on convincing consumers ofthe benefits of switching to and 
buying dgital television equipment That transition wll be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if switching doesn't mean discarding my existing home network buying new high-resolunon 
displays. and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable. 

In  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can modify, create, and 
paiticipate I can record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie, send an email clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
Llrxlble, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equpment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television I 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincere1 y. 

Biyan Gury 
1 1129 Lakeshore Dr. 
Raleigh NC 27613 
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Tursday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
44.5 12th Street, NCV 
CVnshington, DC 20554 

VU FACSIMILE 

[)ear C,ommissioner Copps, 

'4s B consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerne 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

th; 

'l'he digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAAand its allies to hinder the transition 
by  making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, t can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
recordTV to watch later: clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie: send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not malre the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, aiid 
exciting, what compelling reason do 1 have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A pretber TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

&chard Rrumpton, J r  
6j8 Turtle Creek h i v e ,  Crese Coeur 
Saint l,oiiis, MO 63141 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transihon relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of swtching to and 
buying digital television equipment. That transltion Will be far more palatable to me as a consumer 
if switchmg doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are inore expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can modify, create, and 
pt ic ipate  1 can record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie, send an enml clip of my ch lds  football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
flexible, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television I 
urge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Patnck Scany 
9 treeline dr 
0 Fallon, MO 63366 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers ofthe benefits of switching to and 
buying digital television equipment. That transihon wll be far more palatable to me as a consunier 
if switching doesn't mean discarding my existing home network buyng new high-resolution 
displays. and finding room for yet another device in  my living room Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
31-8 more expensive and less valuable. 

In addihon, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can modify, create, and 
participate. I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
iiiovie, send an email clip of my child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program 
onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove th~s  
control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
fleuble, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
coiisunier electromcs and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television I 
uiqe you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely, 

Paul Crosby 
13791 84th Place North 
Osseo, h4N 55369 



Tuesday. October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

\.L% FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps. 

'4s a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerne 
a broadcast flag regulation would resbict the way I enjoy television. 

th; 

'The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of swltching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolutlon displays, and finding room 
for set another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transitlon 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. 1 can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie: send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a T V  program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that 1 enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadeast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition b y  
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

.4n R .  Friedman 
4916 Rrandywood l h .  
Birmingham, AI. 35223 
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'Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely 
concerned that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and 
buying digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a constimer 
if switching doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resoluhon 
displays, and finding room for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the 
MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that 
are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - I can modify, create, and 
participate I can record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home 
movie, send a n  eniail clip of my child's football game to a dstant relative; or record a TV program 
ontO a DVD and play it at my friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this 
control and flexlbility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, 
tlexlble, and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital 
equipment? A prettier TV picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current 
consumer electronics and computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I 
ui-ge you to promote the digital transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Donald Williams 
169 Portsmouth St Apt 137 
Concord, NH 03301 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

A s  a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of  a "broadcast flag.'' I am gravely concerned 
tha t  a broadcast flag regulatlon would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition wlll be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my exlstlng home network, buying new hlgh-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies t o  hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email cl ip 
o f  my childs football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. A s  a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Craig Mickelson 
1824 Hatch Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 


